














From: Jane Bradbury <jbradbury@me.com> 
Subject: Summer construction noise  
Date: 27 August 2019 at 09:40:27 GMT-4 
To: planningboard@edgartown-ma.us 

Dear Doug, 

Following our conversation, I am writing to you to outline my concerns about building works undertaken 
during the summer months in the Edgartown Historical District. These concerns are shared by many summer 
residents who have had their summer spoiled by the disruption of construction noise.  

As you know, construction noise is currently allowed thirteen hours a day, six days a week. The seven o’clock 
start precludes a peaceful breakfast; the all day working means residents cannot use their yard or patio; the 
eight o’clock finish intrudes into dinner. The five-foot set-back in the Historic District means that adjacent 
buildings works are extremely intrusive. I know at least one family whose grandchildren were repeatedly 
woken early with the result that their parents felt they had no choice but to cut their holiday short.  

Many summer residents are seasonal renters paying very high rents, and the landlords are now paying taxes 
on short-term rentals. Summer residents who own property here are in most cases not local voters but pay 
very high levels of tax. Many of those property owners feel that their interests are not fully taken into 
consideration; taxation without representation always being a combustible issue. The level of in-town 
construction noise this season has brought things to a head for many summer residents, both owners and 
renters.  

I propose that there should be a blanket exclusion of construction noise between June 15 and September 15, 
bringing all construction in line with the constraint currently only available when Special Permits are issued. 
Adapting such a motion need not significantly inconvenience builders or developers if they planned their in-
town schedules accordingly.  

Such a motion would send a clear message to summer residents that their peaceful summers are important to 
the Edgartown community.  

Best regards, 

Ivan Bradbury 
85 South Water St.  
Edgatown  
508 627 4373 home 
508 274 4373 cell 



Sarah Jane Hughes 

65 South Summer Street 

Edgartown, MA 

August 30, 2019 

Planning Board 

Town of Edgartown, MA 

Via: Doug Finn, dfinn@edgartown-ma.us 

To the members of the Planning Board and Mr. Finn: 

I write to support Ivan Bradbury’s request for some limitations on new construction hours – as opposed 

to emergency repairs – in the Historic District during the summer months.  I regret that I cannot attend 

your meeting in person to express my support for Ivan’s initiative. 

This summer, our home was in the noise corridors of three construction projects.  Two of these were on 

lots formerly owned by the Vineyard Museum on School Street, and the third was an antique home in 

the block of South Water Street bounded by the home of Stephen Berger and his family and the home of 

Tessa Dahl that had belonged to her mother, Ms. Neal.   

Although we were not first-line abutters of any of these projects, the noise was often piercingly loud and 

interfered with our ability to enjoy being outside during construction hours.  I personally minded most 

construction in the late afternoon and early evening. Our neighbors who are immediate abutters – the 

MacCowatts, the Guiordanos, the Celuzzas, and the Applegates and the Bergers -- were more directly 

affected.  

With the exception of emergency repairs, which everyone understands cannot happen predictably, I 

urge you to consider limiting the work-day hours allowed to a start time at 8 am (which many used to 

observe) and to an end time of 5 pm during the summer season.  Such limitations would allow neighbors 

to use their properties and would alleviate some congestion on the narrow streets of the Historic 

District so that residents and visitors can get around and park.  They also might benefit other island 

service providers including landscape companies whose businesses need access during the height of the 

summer months. I am certain it would allow residents and visitors to do other business with businesses 

downtown in the summer.  

I have no interest in asking for limitations that would drive away the skilled workers on whom we all 

rely.  I believe that shorter workdays would be safer for the workers as well as allowing us to have some 

quiet enjoyment of property on which we pay taxes but use only for short periods in any year.  

Thank you, 

 Sarah Jane Hughes 

Hughes.sarahjane@gmail.com 

mailto:dfinn@edgartown-ma.us
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Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

Construction hours
1 message

Thomas MacCowatt <tmaccowatt@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 3:55 PM
To: dfinn@edgartown-ma.us

Dear Planning Board,

I understand there will be a discussion of construction hours at your meeting this evening.

For the past twenty years, my extended family has spent the summer months in our home at 58 South
Summer Street, behind the Cooke House/former museum property, in relative peace.  However, this
summer, we have had to listen to the constant construction noise of the two new houses at 55 and 59
School Street, for thirteen hours a day, six days a week.  We were awakened daily at 7AM by the noise, and
not able to open our windows in the back of our house or sit in our backyard without having to listen to the
constant pounding. The construction did not stop until after dinner at 8PM.

Edgartown is primarily a summer community, and developers, contractors and homeowners should be more
respectful of the peace and quiet we hope to enjoy each summer, particularly given the lot density
downtown.  While I recognize the need for construction workers to make a comfortable living, limiting
summer hours to a normal eight hour work day should not create a hardship.  In addition, the winter months
are not as harsh as they used to be and therefore construction can happen year-round.

My family and I ask that the town address the noise issue by curtailing summer construction hours from
Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day to normal business hours of 9AM to 5PM and to add Saturday as a
no-construction day along with Sundays and holidays.  Homes like the ones behind us were never going to
be finished for occupancy this summer, so having to work a few extra weeks in the off-season so that
neighbors can enjoy a relatively peaceful summer would seem to be a reasonable trade-off.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

Tom MacCowa�

58 South Summer Street

Edgartown

https://www.google.com/maps/search/58+South+Summer+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/58+South+Summer+Street+%0D%0A+Edgartown?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/58+South+Summer+Street+%0D%0A+Edgartown?entry=gmail&source=g
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Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

Limiting summer building hours
1 message

donna Hand-Celuzza <dmhceluzza@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 3:50 PM
To: dfinn@edgartown-ma.us

Dear Mr. Finn,
I would like to voice my support in limiting the building hours for construction projects during the summer in Edgartown.
My current property at 64 South Summer street is located behind the new building project presently on-going on the old
Museum site on the corner of Cooke and School St.  Due to the constant noise of construction from early morning until
7:00 pm, My family and I have not been able to sit outside on our patio in our backyard all summer. My back-facing door
and windows have remained closed all summer due to the constant construction noise. 
I realize that the construction workers need to make a living and I certainly do not want to deprive anyone of a hard
earned salary. But I am opposed to the unnecessary long hours Monday through Saturday that is presently acceptable.
Summer is a short season for those of us who want to enjoy the peace and quiet of the outdoors in our backyards.
Therefore, I am in favor of limiting work hours on construction projects to a reasonable 8-5 work schedule.
Thank you,
Donna Hand Celuzza
64 South Summer St
Edgartown 

Sent from my iPad
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Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

Building noise
1 message

Cate Applegate <cateapplegate@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 10:50 AM
To: dfinn@edgartown-ma.us, planningboard@edgartown-ma.us
Cc: ag@elmstreetpartners.com

> Dear Planning Board,
>
> I live at 61 S. Summer Street, which is directly behind the construction taking place at 76 S. Water St. The noise has
been relentless this summer. It is so disruptive that our family has not been able to enjoy being outside in our yard nor
able to have dinner outside on our patio. 
> 
> We hope you will consider shorting the hours during the week and eliminating or shorting the weekend hours so at least
part of the day is quiet and peaceful. 
> 
> Thank you for your time in addressing this serious problem. 
> 
> Sincerely,
> Cate Applegate
> Sent from my iPhone
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Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

Construction in Historic District during the summer months
1 message

John Tankard <architects@tankard.net> Sun, Sep 1, 2019 at 10:20 AM
To: Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>, planningboard@edgartown-ma.us
Cc: architects@tankard.net

Dear Mr. Finn and the Planning Board members,

As the owners of 16 School Street on the corner of School Street and Pent Lane, my wife and I are acutely aware of the
inconvenience caused to residents during the busiest time on the year. All summer long there has been construction and
landscape installation at 16 Pent Lane, as well as the two new houses being built on School Street at the former MV
Museum property.

The streets of the historic district are very tight and always crowded with the normal summer traffic and do not need the
additional burden of construction and landscape installation projects, or the related noise. We strongly urge the creation of
a moratorium on these construction projects from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Residents who occupy houses in the
Historic District don’t want work done on their houses during that period. A moratorium would still leave nine months for
construction work to take place, which, with planning should be a reasonable time for the work to be done.

We are unable to attend the hearing on Tuesday, so please keep us informed of the discussions and progress to make
everyone’s summer months more enjoyable.

Regards, John and Judith Tankard

John R Tankard III  - Architect

321 Dartmouth Street #1

Boston, MA  02116
617-530-1380     architects@tankard.net
http://johntankardarchitect.net

https://www.google.com/maps/search/16+Pent+Lane?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/321+Dartmouth+Street+%231+Boston,+MA+02116?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/321+Dartmouth+Street+%231+Boston,+MA+02116?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/321+Dartmouth+Street+%231+Boston,+MA+02116?entry=gmail&source=g
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