
















July 9, 2019 – Edgartown Planning Board Meeting 
Special Permit Application – 32 Ocean View Avenue 

Good Evening, 

My name is Don Sullivan. My wife Victoria attended the prior meeting. I hadn’t been directly involved in this matter until recently, 
just after the June 18 planning board meeting. After my wife and our builder Jason brought me up to speed I engaged in detail and 
have reviewed all the emails, letters, meeting minutes, etc.  

I could stand here and speak for literally an hour on how much has been erroneously claimed by the Reilys and their attorney but 
that would be a waste of time. I just want to make a few quick points and then strongly encourage the board to finally vote on this 
matter so we can all move on. 

First of all, from my read and the read of multiple real estate attorneys, the poolhouse was actually approved back in September 
with the first two special permits. It's specifically mentioned in the minutes, the plans were presented, discussed and approved. It 
was a mere technicality that the word poolhouse was omitted from the actual special permit and that is the reason we are here. But 
I understand time to appeal that has passed and at this point that issue is a matter that would have to be resolved in a courtroom. 

Secondly, there is plenty of evidence of similar situations in the neighborhood. Properties with non-conforming lots that were 
granted approval for similar structures. We have provided you with all that information. So there is adequate precedent for this to 
be approved. And I'd just like to remind everyone that by issuing those 2 special permits the board has already determined that the 
property meets the requirements for a special permit. 

So this has all come down to issues with the neighbors. 

You received several letters from neighbors complaining about our project. I don’t know about you folks but I for one surely would 
never send in a complaint without contacting the neighbor first. Other than the Reilys, none of those neighbors contacted us. As you 
can see in their letters, they heard from the Reilys and that prompted them to write to the planning board. The fact of the matter is 
there are only two neighbors that actually abut our property, the Reilys and 24 OVA. The other neighbors cannot even see our 
property without being on it as we are at the very end of the road on the water. 

As for the other directly abutting neighbor at 24 OVA, the caretaker of that property sent a letter as well, not the owner. I contacted 
the actual owner of the property and they are fully supportive of our project. I quote from an email I received from the owner: 
“Don… I have no issue with your variance, pool, or detached bedroom. It looks like a nice project. It’s all fine with us…” 

So that leaves us with the Reilys. They are not concerned with the poolhouse. They only care about the driveway. I have several 
emails from Caroline Riley explicitly stating that fact. Well, the driveway is not part of the special permit. The pool house is before 
you for approval. A driveway is by right.   

Even though we were really under no obligation to do so, we tirelessly attempted to work with the Reilys. Most recently, we 
proposed a solution whereby we would reorient the pool to move the pool house and driveway to the south, increasing the buffer 
between our property and the Reilys by an additional 13 feet and lose most of our side yard in the process. We also told them we 
would provide whatever screening they want. We would add a second retaining wall to tier the screening and even install a parapet 
wall all along the driveway to cut down on any headlight glare into their property. That proposal was vehemently rejected by the 
Reilys. They insist the driveway be moved to the original location with construction of the pool and poolhouse to the south of the 
driveway which we are not able to do as there isn’t adequate room.  

At this point it is clear that we are at an impasse with the Reilys and while I truly do recognize and respect the Board’s desire to have 
agreement among neighbors, that simply cannot happen in this case. We own the property and the Reilys should not get to dictate 
what we do with it. We did our best to accommodate them, but they keep making unreasonable demands – as I said, we own the 
property. 

I respectfully request that you finally vote on this matter. It has gone on far too long and we all need to move on one way or the 
other.  

Thank you 




