Herring Gulls
are the most common
“Sea.guus”—-—-u‘:lley're
everywllere.l

QOsprey, or “fish hawk,” catches
fish with its sharp talons,

King‘fis}ler
hovers above water, then’

plunges beadfirst for}

; ”}ﬁ.. =
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waters from W]’l_iCll tl'iey were talaen—.

T pursuit of
minnows and eels.

QuAaHOG
(Hard-Shell Clam)

Quahog‘s are found buried in
the sand or mud 1-2" below
the surface. They are usuaﬂy
_ harvested with hand rakes.

A qual',tog must be at least
one inch thick to be
legal, and is classidfied l)y
type based on overall

leng’ch.

Canada Geese
Unmistakable for their
black heads and loud honks.§

“Littlenecks™; up to 22" in Iengt_h

Piping Plovers “Cherrystones”; up to 22— 3" in lengfh
Enc]angere&—Do not “Chowders” H longer than 3"
disturb!

OYSTER

58 Opysters inhabit the brackish

7 waters of the Vineyard’s Great

Ponds. In the matkets they may be

' classified as coclztails, selects, or

1a.rge clepenc[ing on shell shape or

size. Oysters are measured lengt]:lwise
and must be at least 3"

long' 1o be legal—an

oyster which passes

through a 3"

diameter ring must

Razor Clanis '

UITOW uicLaly o

in sandy bot- §

toms w]:len fé

threatened.

amphjl\ious
snails found
in the intertidal zone.

g o
Conchs are a vital ies for
C Q§$ H the Vineyard's comz::cial
Zoh, of € f:ts]:ung fleet. They are caugll’c in

— 3/4; e crabs. Conchs must
S have a minimmm
body width of 2%
to be legal.

Moon Eheljsby |

are proauce arge
's’nai]js which have a healt]:ly Y o
appetite for other shellfish.

ORI % 7 P
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Hermit Crabs are soft-bodied )
and inhabit empty shells of other

animals, often snails or conchs.

(e NS Starfish prey on
3 AT S, NN many types of shell-

fish lay prying
shells open i Tesh
and inserting R
are slow moving their stomachs
shellfish Predafors commor: on to devour the cont-
sandy bottoms. Their empty . ents,
body shells are often found

_ /
A3 W W&Sile& asilore.

Spi&er Crabs

A Shellfish Pérmit is require& for the catch or removal of any shellfish. Permits
are available at the town halls. A {anﬁly permit allows for the catch of one-half
bushel of shellfish per week from waters of the town in which it is issued. Check

with town shellfish departments regarding seeded or closed areas. The minimum
sizes for the popular shellfish below are set by the state of Massachusetts.
Shellfish smaller than the legal size, called “seed,” and must be returnecl to the

“Conch Pots” which are usually haited with

BLUE CLAW Blue Claws are i .:
CrAB.

Great Blaclz-Baclzetl o
Gu]l-—larger and more

aggresgive than herring

gulls.

Cormorants spreac{
their wings to dry after
underwater ﬁshing for-
ays. :

Terns
will dive-bomb nest

area intruders.

Blue

Heton
can stand over
£0ur-fee{: ’ca]l ST IS

 STEAMER
(Soft-Shell Clam)

Steamers live about 6"
beneath the sand surface, ..
usuaﬂy in the intertidal
Zone. T}ley are most

Mute Swan

Commonly harvested Ly i Beware - may attack if
hand or shovel, althongh provoked. '

commercia) fishermen
sometimes use pumps.
Steamers are measured 1eng’chwise and must
have a shell length of at least 2" to be
"keepers”.—any steammer which can be
passed through a 2" diameter ring must be

put back.

£ Oystetcatcher

g7 Easily recognize

SCALLOP e o
Bay Scallops may only be red bill ;
harvested between October 1 and
March 31. A scaﬂop must live

’chrougl-l two summers to
reach maturity, and a 1ega1
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Skate
Egg Case
Otlten found

washed up

adult js identifiable by the b
raised “growth line” each case
visible on its shell. holds only

one egg of the :
s]zate, which is
a ray-Jike {'ES]J ’

Most scallops live in
eelgrass beds and are harvested
with clrags or nets. Seed Sca.]lops
must be thrown back in cleep water.

The limit for scanops is one bushel per week.

S

Barnacles

REy

;& are shrimplilee animals
E that live within shells
e y & permanently affixed to

i
Y ams
-

underwa’cr ogajects.

Blue Mussels attach MU S S E L

themselves to rocks or

pilings, while Ribbed Mussels are found
along the banks of marshes and creeks. For
eating, most people prefer the blue mussel

W}llcl’l ]:laS a SmOOt}l, da.rk ]Jlue or }Jlacle sheﬂ

There is no minimum gize for mussels.

Quarterdecks,

alse known as slipper or
boat s]::eﬂs, are found at-
tac

s

ound in virtually § y
all of the Vineyard's vreeks
», and ponds, ai' ough tl'ley
i can be scarce at times
due to natual cycles.

Crabs must measure at leagt "

point-to-point. Daily limit: 50.

e

ached to rocks or other

-

| & i
m@“ Fiddler Crabs
5 e o live in small burrows along the
h, ‘ } e edges of salt marshes, and are
JE 3/ : Lo distinguished by the large “bddler”
W= P claw of the male.
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Horseshoe Crabs are not true crabs,
but instead are aquatic relatives of scor-
pions and spiders. They are often referred to
asg “living fossils” as tI'xey have been in existence for

over 300 million years!



