
EDGARTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION APPLICATION 

PO Box 5158  70 Main Street  Edgartown, MA 02539 508 627- 6155  Hdc@edgartown-ma.us 
*INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED* 

 
FINAL DATE FOR CHANGES TO APPLICATION IS THE MONDAY BEFORE THE 
APPLICATION HEARING DATE, INCLUDING PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE BY 1:00 pm 

 
1) Determine for which certificate you wish to apply: 

a. Certificate of Appropriateness:  Apply if the proposed work will be visible from a public 
way. 

b. Certificate of Non-Applicability:  Apply if the proposed work will not be visible from a 
public way or may be otherwise excluded (see EHDC Bylaw. Section 8)  

c. Certificate of Hardship:  Apply if conditions especially affecting the lot, building, or 
structure involved, but not affecting the Historic District generally, will cause substantial 
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the applicant.  The application must include a full 
written explanation of the reason for the request (use a separate sheet). 

 
2) Provide all the information requested on the application.  The application may be completed by the 

property owner of record or his/her designated agent.  If an agent is used, the owner's written 
authorization of such agency must be attached to the application. 

 
3) Submit the completed application and all required attachments to the Historic District Commission 

office. 
 

4) A filing fee must accompany all applications, including Change to Approved Plan: Minor 
Alterations/Repairs: Non-Structural (roofing, siding door & window replacement) - $40.00. Minor 
Alterations: Structural (including foundations), Solar, Decking, Fences, Outdoor Showers, Sheds, 
Pools & Pool Cabanas. $100.00. New Construction, Additions, Renovations, and Accessory 
structures, including Guest Houses, Garages, Carriage Houses, & Barns - $200.00.  If a Certificate 
of Non-Applicability is issued, the payment will be refunded. 

 
5) The Historic District Commission meets on the first and third Thursday of each month at 4:00 pm. 

It is strongly recommended that the applicant or his/her agent be present for the first review of the 
applications. If not, the application may be held at the next meeting to address the commissioner’s 
questions. Some applications are approved at the time of presentation, but many are continued for 
2-4 weeks. If the commissioners continue for a public hearing, the timing may be 4-6 weeks for 
approval. 

  
6) If a Public Hearing is held, the applicant will be notified of the date, time, and location.  The 

applicant and/or his/her agent must attend the hearing to answer any questions.  In addition, 
he/she is encouraged to present any materials that may be used to describe the proposed work.  
This includes drawings, photographs, models, and any other items that can be used to support the 
application, such as letters of endorsement from neighbors. 
 

7) Certificates issued by the Historic District Commission are subject to a 20-day appeal period from 
the date of filing with the Town Clerk.  Persons aggrieved by a decision may appeal in accordance 
with the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A-Section17. 
 

8) ANY CHANGES TO THE PLANS ALREADY APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION MUST RECEIVE 
AMENDED APPROVAL FROM THE COMMISSION BEFORE BEING EXECUTED 
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