
TOWN OF EDGARTOWN
NCORPO BUILDING INSPECTOR

P. O. BOX 158
EDGARTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 02539

RATED

11 February 1992

Christopher P. Kennedy
The Trustees of Reservations
Wakeman Conservation Center
Box 319-X, RFD
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

Dear Mr. Kennedy:

This is in response to your letter of 5 February 1992.
have asked me to deternine if your proposed gate would require a

Cape

You

Special
Planning.

Permit under the Pogue District of Critical

In Section 14.4.4 of the EdgartownZoningBy-Laws it states
that a "Special Permit shall be required for any 'development! as
that word is defined in Chapter 831, Section 6 of the Acts and
Resolves of 1977. " It goes on to list examples of projects that
would require a Special Permit.
examples that are given.

Fences and walls are two of the

It is my opinion that a gate shares similar characteristics
with fences and walls and would require a Special Permit from the
Edgartown Planning Board.

Very Truly Yours,

Leonard Jáson, Tr.
Building/Zoning Inspector

LJJ: up
CC: Planning Board
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January 17, 1992 STANDING COMMITT
Herbert W. Vaughan
ChaironanMr. Fred B. Morgan, Jr., Chairnan

Board of Selectmen
Edgartown, MA

Hall J. Peron
Presden:02539
Peter E. ScoCa
Vice Prsidert

Dear Mr. Morgan: Norton Q.
Vlor Presis

Rogr B.In anticipat ion of the reconstruction of the Dyke
Bridge, The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR)-has care-
£ully re-examined the research on which the Cape Poge
Wildiife Refuge/WasqueReservationManagementPlan is
based.
vehicular access to Cape Poge Wildlife Refuge (CPWR) in
an effort to answer the specific question raised at our
meeting on January 8th: how many off-road vehicles
(ORVS) can be pernitted to enter CPWRWithout aâversely
affecting the fragile natural resources of the barrier
beach?

Seorrtary
Peter
Treasw

.-- Ọn
Susurne C+loredoMa
FioraEi i:
Ronald L. Reming
Gale R. Guld
Stevin R. Hoover
John O. Parku
Suwse LaC. Phippen
George Putnam
Henry S. Reeder, Jr.
Davdé W. Scudder
F. SydosySadthers N
Joxph P. Spang
Rush TaSrt
wittiam W. Winde

Particular attention has been focused on

Research conducted along the Atlantic coast over the
past 25 years concludes that the answer is zero.
Paul Godfrey, studying the effects of human impact at
Cape Cod- National Seashore, Crane Beach in Ipswich, and
CPWR, Concluded that one pass by anORV will kill
American beachgrass and increase erosion rates.
thernore, vehicles traveling along sandy paths cause
depressions in dune systems and increase erosion rates.
Researchers studying the effects of human impact on
beach nesting birds, such as federally endangered
piping plovers or state-listed least terns, concluded
that ÖRVS adversely inpact nests as well as chicks..
For this reason the U.s. Fish and Wildlife Service now
prohibits ORV access to ten beaches along the Atlantic
coast where piping plovers nest on federal refuges,

Dr. DIRECTOR
Frederic Winthrop, Jr.

Fur-

TTOR has taken a less restrictive approach.
developing the Cape Poge/Wasque Managenent Plan we have
tried to balance recreation and preservation. Many
years of on-site research supported this plan.
Boardwalks have been built for pedestrian access,
vehicle ramps have been built for ORV access, and
damaged dunes are being restored. Bird nests are

The Trustees of Rese
is dedicated to preservi
prcperties of exception
cenic, his!oic and eco
value throughout the C
menwealth. Founded it
it is e ncn-prcit orgar
2nd the oldet private
trust in the wordd.

In

protected fron predators and people by fences.

THE TRUSTEES OFRESERVATIONS S72 EssexStreet Beverly, MA 01915 Tel. 508921 1944 Fax s0s· 921-1948



The fact that there has been only one point of vehicular access
- via Wasque Reservation - has greatly enhanced the success of
these managenent techniques. With no Dyke Bridge in place, rela-
tively few visitors are willing to make the drive fromWasque to
CPWR.
respectful of the environnent.
damage to the dunes or nesting shorebirds.

Of those that do, most are sportsnen and others who are
There has been generally minimal

Dr. Jerry Vaske and Dr. Maureen Donnelly conducted aIn 1989,
visitor use study at CPHR. A questionnaire was used to better

understand visitors' behaviors, attitudes and beliefs.
that 70$ of our visitors are fishernen and that most agree that

CPWR is a fragile ecosystem that need special protection.
asked which was more important, preserving wildlite or allow:g
recreation, 72$ said preserving wildli£e.
that there is such a high level of understanding aong CPWR
visitors. ntt

We found

TTOR is encouragec

Obviously, the reconstruction o£ theDykeBridgewouldmake i
much eạsier to ORVS to enter CPWR, and we anticipate sig-
nificantly nore pressure on the reiuge from ORV operators at
large. In an effort to balance preservation and recreation, we
believe certain restrictions are necessary, especially during the
shorebird nesting season. Therefore, TTOR intends to linit oRV
access in the following manner:

No vehicles will be permitted to enter. Cape Poge Wildlife1.
Refuge fron the Dyke Bridge between April 1 and Septenber 30, the
key nonths for nesting and migratory shorebirds.
months between October 1 and March 31, the gates will generally
remain open, except during severe storm threats or other ener-
gencies.

For the six

In order to enforce these restriction, a barrier gate will2.
be erected on TTOR property at the east end of the Dyke Bridge
causeway.
the Town of Edgartown and the Comnonwealth for pernission to
erect a sinilar gate on the west side of the bridge.
access is to be closed, both gates wi1l be closed.

For public safety and effective enforcement, TTOR asks
When bridge

Vehicles will be able to continue to drive toCPWR through3.
Wasque Reservation as they have since the Dyke Bridge was closed
by the state more than ten years ago.,

4. Pedestrian access both at Wasque and over the Dyke Bridge
will be unrestricted except when public safety dictates other-
Wise.
5 As TTOR continues to monitor environmental impacts, we will
evaluate and adjust vehicle limitations accordingly.



In conclusion, TTORsupports the rebuil ding of the Dyke Bridge or
the condition that the yehiculax access can be controlled and the
natural resources of the refuge protected.

Sincerely,et .PEederic Winthrop, Jr.Director
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The Trustees of Reservations releases preliminary
plan £or managing Cape Poge Wildlife Refuge after
reconstruction of theDykeBridge

Beverly, Mass. -- À đecade after closing the Dyke

Bridge on Chappaquiddick Island, Martha's Vineyard,
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has tentatively
agreed to provide the Town of Edgartown with funding
for reconstruction of the bridge.
Bridge will span Poucha Pond at the end of Dyke Road

and exit onto the Cape Poge Wildlife Refuge , a

conservation property of The Trustees of
Reservations, a private, non-profit land trust.

The proposed Dyke

The Trustees of Reservatior
is dedicated to preserving
properties of exceptional
scenit, hiştoric and ecologi
value throughout the Com-
monwçalth, Founded in 18
it is a nonaproht organlzati
and the oldest private land
trust in the world.

The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR) and the Town

of Edgartown have spent a considerable amount of time

MORE-- --
THE TRUSTEES OF RESERVATIONS 572 Essex Stret - Beverly, MA 01915 Tel. s08-921·1944 Fax 505 -921-1948
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trying to reconcile TTOR'smanagement responsibility
for the fragile wildlife Refugewith Edgartown's
insistence on full and unlimited vehicular access to
the property.
between TTOR and the town, mediated by the state

Department of Transportation and Construction, TTOR
was instructed tO submit to the state meâiator its
plan for managing vehicular and pedestrian access
once the bridge is rebuilt.
cont In anticipation of the reconstruction of the
briâge , TTOR has carefully re-examined the research
on which the 1990 Cape Poge Wilalife Refuge /Wasque

ReservationManagementPlan is based.
attention has been focused on vehicular access to
Cape Poge Wildlife Refuge in an effort to answer a
specific question raised at the January meeting:
many off-road vehicles (ORVS) can be permitted to

enter CapePoge Wilálife Refuge without adversely
affecting the fragile natural resources of the
barrier beach?

Following a meeting early in January

Particular

how

Research conducted along the Atlantic coast over
the past 25 years concludes that each ORV will have
some adverse impact:

• One pass by an ORV will ki1l American
beachgrass and increase erosion rates.
vehicles traveling on established ORV paths
cause depressions in dune systems and increase

Even

T2OR erosion rates.
epe ORVSadversely impact beach-nesting birds and

their chicks. For this reason, the U,S. Fish

MORE-- --
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--3 -
and Wildlife Service now prohibits ORV access to
ten beaches along the Atlantic coast where
piping plovers nest on federal refuges.
Traditionally, TTOR has taken a less restrictive

approach to managing its barrier beaches and
continues to do so now.

Poge/WasqueManagementPlan, it has tried to balance
recreation and preservation.
built for pedestrian access, vehicle ramps have been
constructed for ORV access, and damaged đunes are

continually being restored. Bird nests are protected
from predators and people by fences.

In developing the Cape

Boardwalks have been

The fact that there has been only one point of
vehicular access to Cape Poge -- via TTOR's Wasque
Reservation -- has greatly enhanced the success of
these management techniques,
place, relatively few visitors are willing to make
the đrive from Wasque to Cape Poge.

do, most are sportsmen who are respectful of the
environment.
to the đunes or nesting shorebirds.

With nó Dyke Bridge in

Of those who

There has generally been minimal damage

Reconstruction of theDyke Bridge wouldmake it
much easier for ORVS to enter Cape Poge Wildlife

Refuge, and TTOR anticipates significantly more

pressure on the refuge from ORV operators at large.

In an effort to balance preservation and recreation,
TTOR believes certain restrictions are necessary,
especially during the shorebird nesting and migration

MORE --
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season. There fore, TTOR intends to 1limit ORV access

in the following manner:

TTOR intends to erect agatehouse and gate1,
onTTORproperty at the eastt end oi theDyke
Bridge causeway, the point where the DykeBridge
exits ontoCapePoge WHIaiife Refuçe. TTOR
expects the ul support of theEâgartownBoard
of Selectmen đuring the permitting process.

For public safety and effective enforcement,2.
TTOR is asking theTown ofEdgartownand the
Commonwealthto erect a simi lar gate on the west
Side of theDykeBridgecauseway.
to CapePoge is prohibited, bothgates will be
closed.

When access

No vehicles will be permitted to enterCape3
Poge Wildiife Refuge from the Dyke Bridge
between April 1 andSeptember 30, the key
months for nesting andmigratory shorebirds.
For the six months between October 1 and March
31, the gate wili generallyremainopen,except
during severe storTa threats or other emergencies.

Vehicles will continue to haveaccess to4.
Cape Poge throuçh Wasque Reservation
year-round, as they have since the Dyke Bridge
was ciosed by the state more than ten years

Access will be limited only by severeago.
storm threats or other emergencies.

Pedestrian access both atWasqueand over5.
theDykeBridge will be unrestricted, except
when public safety dictates otherwise.
6. As TTOR COntinues to monitor environmental
impacts, it will evaluateand adjust vehicle
limítations accordingly.V
In conclusion, TTOR supports the rebuilding of

the Dyke Bridge on the condition that the vehicular

access can be controlled and the natural resources of

Cape Poge Wilalife Refuge proteeted.

# # # # #

1/24/92

TOTAL P.04
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