
    Edgartown Board of Health  
    Meeting Minutes of April 28, 2021 
E. Garrett Orazem, DMD   Meegan M. Lancaster   Christopher Edwards  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30PM. Payroll through May 11, 2021 were approved. Bills listed for 
payment and the Minutes of March 24, 2021 were approved as submitted.  

A general discussion took place concerning the summer season and Covid dining changes. Mention was 
made to extended table space for outside seating similar in fashion to last season. Gov. Baker’s recent guidelines 
for re-opening business will gradually take place over the next few months, with most restrictions lifted in August 
as long as there are no public health risks. The in town mask mandate put in place by the BOH last July will need to 
be reviewed.  

At 4:45PM the violation of 310 CMR 15.504(2) which governs the disposal of septage and discharge to a 
sewer treatment works hearing posted for Maciel & Sons, Inc was opened. Those attending included Troy, Trevor 
Maciel & Lisa Williston.  Dr. Nicholas Bruno, Trust  & Karen Liffman owners of # 18 Mill Hill Rd., reporters Rich 
Saltzberg & Noah Asimow.   Town employees Chief McNamee and Jennifer Smyth, Assistant at the Wastewater 
Dept.    As directed by Board chairperson M. Lancaster the attached narrative was read into the record by HA 
Matthew E. Poole.  The Edgartown police report taken by Officer Townes was read into record by the HA. Troy 
Maciel provided the Board with his explanation of the events indicating BOH staff did not provide accurate 
information to the Bruno’s with regards to the volume pumped.  He added his company was the only one to 
respond after hours to the tenant occupied dwelling which reported   had a “back up “ of waste in the house, 
dislodged a clog  and located a cesspool which he stated was not pumped by another  company  as part of the 
purchase and sale transfer records in 2014. He further stated due to the buildup of grease he treated the two tanks 
with a “bacteria chemical” and needed the use of a camera to assess the situation. At this point in the meeting 
Chair.  Lancaster stated the reason we are all here is his company returned to the property and disposed of septic 
waste matter in an illegal manner.  Mr. Maciel did not deny that fact as the property owners questioned his billing.  
Ms. Lancaster asked if Dr. Bruno would like to speak. Dr. Bruno stated he had on more than one occasion called 
the Maciel office and asked to speak to Troy with regards to the invoice and up until today was not provided any 
detail or explanation of the work done at his property. He did state there was a copy of the Title V plan on site at 
the time of the pumping and it did match up with what was on file at the office of the Board of Health. Dr. Bruno 
added he never made any mention to not paying his bill, and all of his questions regarding the service went 
unanswered and they felt they were  treated poorly by the staff and that there was no communication on the part 
of Mr. Maciel.  Mr. Bruno inquired to the Board members as to what he is to do now that Maciel returned septage, 
which was not his to the system and how to determine the condition of his system which was recently inspected 
by Doug Cooper, RS.  Chief McNamee spoke on behalf of his department and added he did inquiry with the district 
of attorney’s office for any possible criminal charges with a reply this was a civil matter and no action was taken 
other than the report filed by Officer Townes.  A statement was made with regards to a similar incident where 
Maciel & Sons returned septic to a home owner’s system.  Agent Poole confirmed that in 2018 the violation was 
received and an agreement with the home owner was worked out.  Both member Orazem and Edwards agreed 
there was a clear violation of the Title V statue and if better communication had taken place, this incident could 
have been avoided.  Mr. Edwards felt a penalty is warranted either in the way of a fine or a possible revocation of 
the hauler permits to pump and haul septic waste for disposal.  Dr. Bruno spoke again to determine if the waste 
disposed at his property has any hazardous material and/or toxic substances.   Agent Poole stated based upon his 
experience the waste was “island” originated and the white flake substances most likely is Aidox a common 
product used to treat septic systems.  An inquiry came from N. Asimow with regards to the septic dumped back 
into the system, to which Agent Poole added, nothing was left on the ground surface with all of the waste returned 
to the tank. At this time Chair. Lancaster explained to all involved based upon the recommendation of the HA 
and the Title V requirements the violation has consequences.   The Board discussed the porta-potty contact held 
by Dottie’s’ Potties as a separate business and due to the current needs of the community would not be part of 



any fine or violation.  At this time a motion was made and duly second all in favor of a $ 500.00 fine and a 15  day 
suspension of the septic hauler permit issued  to Maciel & Sons, Inc. Mention was made to a hand deliver order or 
if the company would accept an electronic  version. Ms. Williston stated they would accept an email of the order 
and will at that time decide if a full hearing for revocation would be requested. The group left the meeting 5:55PM.  

Chris Alley was before the Board to submit two septic plans listed as # 31 and # 33 Edgartown Bay Rd., 
Jake Erhard. Also attending was K Donahue, RE Agent & Jeff Karp.  DWPermit # 65/2021 was presented for an 
existing four bedroom dwelling and a detached garage with two bedrooms for a total of six.  Mr.  Alley added, the 
MH septic has failed and the new system would replace the cesspool and connect the garage to the Title V design.  
Both properties would include town water on separate lines.  DWP # 66/2021 at 31 Edg Bay Rd is vacant land 
except for a leaching field and when 1500 gallon tank is added with a proposed dwelling can accommodate four 
bedrooms.  At this point in the conversation the structures listed on the developed site # 33 was discussed. The 
detached two bedroom garage has an office and if the new septic permit would address that area. It was also 
determined there is  a small “studio” like structure ( unheated) with a fireplace and a hand sink with no know 
location of where or  if the sink is connected.  Mention was made to adding an IAT unit to both systems as 
development will be done on both house lots by a new owner which most likely is beyond the exiting footprint. 
The Board members indicated they could assess a dollar amount to future development and if the amount is met 
treatment would be necessary. At this time the Board discussed a conditional approval for both permits with Mr. 
Alley providing a deed restriction associated with the build out on the property and any increase in foot print or sq 
footage to require an IAT system. Mr. Alley thanked the Board and left the meeting at 6:40PM.  

Agent Poole indicated he will consult with Town Atty. Michael Goldsmith for the Maciel & Sons violation 
letter based upon the hearing held earlier.   

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 
6:45PM.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Janet Anthony-Hathaway, Assistant 

Approved on: July 7, 2021 

 

E. Garrett Orazem, DMD   Meegan M. Lancaster    Christopher Edwards  












